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We don’t need heli tours
With the crash last month of a helicopter sightseeing fl ight 

in Hawaii that killed all on board, we are reminded of how 
dangerous these operations are. This was the second fatal 
crash in Hawaii this year. In April a Robinson R-44 crashed, 
killing everyone on board. There have been 16 other helicop-
ter crashes in Hawaii in the last fi ve years. Compare this to 
the record of commercial air operations.

We simply do not need the type of helicopter operations 
proposed by Wind River Aviation in this valley. Incidentally, 
the proposal contemplates the use of a Robinson R-44 helicop-
ter, the same type that crashed on Oahu in April.

In addition to the risk these types of fl ights pose, there is 
simply no argument that there is any community benefi t to this 
proposed service. It will create nothing but an additional burden 
on our already overtaxed wilderness. Only a handful of tourists 
will take these fl ights, while tens of thousands of residents, visi-
tors and animals will be inconvenienced and disturbed.

The noise and visual assault these fl ights will create will 
only degrade the outdoor experience those who created our 
national parks and national forests envisioned. I strongly 
urge the community to resist this proposal.

Chuck Koob
Jackson

Just don’t trap there
I would like to bring up a few thoughts I feel are being 

overlooked regarding traps up Cache Creek.
Firstly, the U.S. Forest Service’s mission regarding public 

lands states that they manage and sustain for current and fu-
ture generations. They “care for the lands of the people,” not the 
person. Many people encompass a generation. I do not feel it is 
right for anyone to claim public lands as “mine.” They are ours.

Secondly, to the trapper: You chose to move into this com-
munity. It is the individual’s responsibility to learn what it 
means to be a good community member. The person who bags 
your groceries, the driver who plows the roads you use, the 
postal worker who delivers your mail — they all make up this 
community, and they all use Cache Creek to exercise their 
dogs. For decades this community has utilized these public 
lands to walk, run, bike and ski with their dogs. It is disre-
spectful for anyone to show up and put community members 
and their pets at risk. Cache Creek belongs to the people, not 
the individual.

If you were to move your traps up the drainage a few miles 
and post signs to inform the folks who go that far, then you 
would be utilizing public lands in a responsible way. Ditch 
Creek is an example of where trapping is going on without 
an uproar. It’s away from common use, and signs have been 
appropriately posted. Might I point out that with the constant 
disturbance of loose dogs and activities you would likely have 
greater success trapping in a less populated area.

Thirdly, for those who oppose trapping: If someone utilizes 
their right to trap on public lands and you mess with their 
traps, you are also responsible for putting our dogs at risk by 
contributing to the attitude of “It’s my land and I can do what 
I want.” Leave the traps alone, and fi ght that battle through 
the appropriate authorities. Don’t put the hard work of orga-
nizations and individuals who are fi ghting these battles ap-
propriately at risk by doing something illegal. I remind some 
folks that trapping and hunting are what allowed people to 
settle the area, and without them none of us would be here.

Public lands are for the people, not the person.
Kate Winters

Jackson
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In the spring of 1630, nearing 400 years ago, while em-
barked on the Arbela and voyaging to America, Puritan 
John Winthrop delivered to his fellow seekers what be-

came known as the “City on a Hill” sermon, then titled “A 
Model of Christian Charity.”

The passion propelling the dangerous ocean crossing 
was the desire for spiritual freedom and civil liberty: the 
Promise of America. By his faith, Winthrop professed a 
covenant with God for himself and his people. A covenant 
to be true to the core principles of their Judeo-Christian 
heritage, to love God and to love their neighbor as them-
selves, selfl ess love.

Winthrop believed that having this “bond of 
love” for one another would unite the group as 
they worked to establish a new society in America 
with spiritual moorings. To accomplish that he 
called upon his people: “We must bear one anoth-
er’s burdens. We must not look only on our own 
things, but also on the things of our brethren.”

He warned them that “the Lord will surely break out in 
wrath against us” if they failed to fulfi ll their mutual cove-
nant to put the interests of others above the interests of the 
colony and their own self-interests. He admonished them that 
“the only way to avoid this shipwreck” and to provide for their 
mutual posterity was “to follow the counsel of Micah, to do 
justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our God. For this 
end, we must be knit together, in this work, as one man.”

If the people remained committed together to these 
things, Winthrop was hopeful that they could indeed es-
tablish a new society that would become a role model for 
others. He said the God of Israel would remain among 
them, and “He shall make us a praise and glory that men 
shall say of succeeding generations, ‘May the Lord make 
it like that of New England.’ For we must consider that 
we shall be as a city upon a hill. The eyes of all people are 
upon us. So that if we shall deal falsely with our God in 
this work we have undertaken, and so cause Him to with-
draw His present help from us, we shall be made a story 
and a by-word through the world.”

In 2020 we began a new decade. I am mindful that in 
2030 we will refl ect back upon the 400-year admonition by 
John Winthrop. We have 10 years to prove up. Ten years to 
demonstrate that we are committed to one another.

Today, what measure do we take of the promise of 
America, a city on a hill? Are we spiritual and caring or 
secular and selfi sh? Do we lift up our heroes for their ex-
amples of selfl ess love? Why does the 24/7/365 U.S. news 

cycle drone on about hate group killings (even in churches 
and schools) and political parties habitually placing self-
interest and partisan victory above the best interests of 
We the People? If we are not “knit together,” if there is 
no unity, then how can the United States aspire to be an 
example for the world — a city on a hill?

Maybe the divide between the present sad state of affairs 
and the Promise of America can be explained by the recur-
ring history of democracies. Scottish historian Alexander 
Tytler’s theory set forth a cycle that every democracy goes 
through. He wrote that the cycle starts out with a society in 
bondage and then follows this sequence: bondage, spiritual 

faith, courage, liberty, abundance, selfi shness, 
complacency, apathy, dependence. Then start-
ing over with bondage.

Are we entering again into bondage? Our fed-
eral government is spending $2 million a min-
ute, the annual budget shortfall is $24 trillion, 
and the unfunded liabilities of the federal gov-

ernment may exceed $200 trillion. While the United States 
may still rank as the most blessed, successful and wealthy 
nation ever, then the loss of spiritual faith, courage and lib-
erty may be the price of this abundance, fueling selfi shness, 
complacency, apathy and dependence.

All of us know this path is not sustainable. We are 
anxious. When our government leaders, tending toward 
socialism, promise free everything, then anger, anxiety, 
complacency, apathy and dependence grow. With no ac-
countability to We the People the out-of-control federal 
government is imposing debt on generations not yet born. 
This is a form of bondage or “soft tyranny.”

To continue to realize the Promise of America in the 
next decade I believe we all must come together in a com-
mitment to self-governance, requiring our politicians to 
play by the same rules that our families must abide by: 
Nothing is free, constant fi ghting destroys unity.

In the next decade I resolve to be more engaged and 
caring. I am hopeful we will continue to realize America’s 
Promise for our families, our nation and the world. I am 
grateful for the opportunities of America and the luck to 
have been born in our amazing country, as described by 
Abraham Lincoln, “the last best hope of man on earth.”

Longtime Jackson Hole resident Steve Duerr is a grandpa, a 
lawyer and a volunteer for Citizens for Self-Governance, the 
Article V Convention of States Initiative, ConventionOfStates.
com. Guest Shots are solely the opinion of their authors.
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GUEST SHOT
Steve Duerr

We can be that City on a Hill if we try

Saving money, 
8 votes (10%)

Beautiful scenery, 
17 votes (20%)

Doubles as honeymoon 
locale, 23 votes (28%)

Mayor Pete Muldoon is 
taking appointments as 
of�ciant, 21 votes (25%)

No problem booking 
reception for two at the 
Million Dollar Cowboy Bar, 
14 votes (17%)
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The Poll
What’s the best reason to elope 

in Jackson Hole?

GO VOTE: Who will buy Fintan Ryan’s 
$35 million house?

Visit JHNewsAndGuide.com and scroll down to “Online Poll.”
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